
Final Exam Audioscript
Task 1
Track 12
Announcer: What are you doing to save the environment? In the week that a new book launched by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs suggested that the world was close to the point of no return on global warming, we went to Green Park in London and asked people what steps they are taking to help the planet.

Speaker 1: A little bit. I hate littering and I will walk a mile to find a bin to put rubbish in it. If everyone did it, cities would be so much nicer to live in. The problem is that there are so few bins now: councils are cutting back to save money.

Speaker 2: My husband and I used to have two cars that produced a lot of greenhouse gases. We sold them and only use buses and trains now. Everyone should do it. We also have double glazing and insulation at home to use energy more efficiently.

Speaker 3: Quite a lot. I always take newspapers and bottles to the recycling place, even though it means driving there. A new organic farm has just opened nearby and I now buy all my vegetables from there. It’s more expensive but worth it.

Speaker 4: I don’t do enough. I worry about climate change but it’s difficult to do more than the minimum unless things are put in front of you. The Government has to make it easier for people. I do try to recycle and not use too much water.

Speaker 5: I make a point of reusing things – old boxes, doors, bottles, even things from skips. We live in a society where people throw everything away and it’s incredibly wasteful. Stuff that I absolutely can’t use again I recycle.

Speaker 6: I live in the countryside so it’s harder to help the environment as there are fewer facilities for recycling and people need cars. In the summer, the tourists leave rubbish everywhere so we often have to clear up after them.

Task 2
Track 13
Announcer: Is British TV comedy dead or alive? This is the topic for today’s lecture by Ann Campbell, a lecturer at Anglia University.

Ann Campbell: First of all, I’d like to talk a bit about the past and British sitcoms made between the 1960s and 1980s. The way these sitcoms came about worked well for the time but today we would consider the methods to be very fixed. A writer would be given six months to write six half-hour scripts. These were then posted to a producer in London, whose job it was to count the pages, suggest cuts and then pass the script to the casting director. The casting director then cast the parts from a well-established repertory of comic actors. A month or so after this, rehearsals began and finally, the comedy episodes were performed in front of a live audience.

But then, some time over the past 15 years, it was decided this system just wouldn’t do. Armando Iannucci, one of our leading comic writers and producers, points out that the British sitcom began to seem too overtly theatrical. The actors talked, not to each other, but to the members of the audience who were in the studio on the night of the recording. The actors shouted rather than talked and they were always positioned to face the front. Nothing seemed true. And because audiences were becoming more visually literate and more used to the naturalistic styles of the cinema, they no longer responded if the jokes were too obvious.

A new consensus began to emerge: comedy needed to be interesting, real, natural, dark and risky. Comedy with more traditional forms, for example, telling jokes, was a step backwards. The death of the British sitcom came about because it was no longer considered cool to laugh out loud.

But Iannucci warns us not to dismiss these classic comedies of the 1960s and 1980s. It’s clear that the best of the so-called new comedy lies directly in the tradition it reacted against. It has developed from, rather than abandoned, the tradition we thought it was breaking away from. So we could argue that the split between old and new, traditional and modern, mainstream and cult doesn’t actually exist. It may be a convenient divide to talk about the death of the sitcom, but in reality there’s no divide; it’s easy to spot a direct, genuine continuity between new comedy and old.

Task 3
Track 14
Announcer: And now for our roundup of the news.

1: The technology giant Apple is under fresh fire over its iPod range. A lawsuit has been filed in the US claiming the company is putting consumers at risk of suffering hearing loss. The complaint follows Apple’s recent admission that some of its 1,000-song Nanos suffer from easily cracked screens and surfaces. Now John Kiel Patterson, of Louisiana, is alleging that iPods fail to contain adequate warnings. In a complaint, filed in the US District Court in San Jose, California, he claims iPods and their ‘ear bud’ earphones are defective. He also says that the general warning about the noise in the users’ manual is inadequate because it does not advise the listener about safe levels of noise.

2: As Charlotte in Sex and the City, the toughest it got for Kristin Davis was a spilt cocktail. But the actress is confronting some rather more serious emotions in her latest role. Alongside Stockard Channing and Danny Glover, Davis will star in the UK production of The Exonerated. Based on interviews with 40 former death row prisoners, the play explores the experiences of those wrongfully imprisoned. It has been a hit during a nine-month run off-Broadway, starring the likes of Robin Williams, Mia Farrow and Brooke Shields. The production opens at the Riverside Studios, London, on 21 February.  

3: Concerns over moonlighting police officers intensified yesterday as it emerged that nearly 80 police officers in Norfolk have second jobs. Inspectors and sergeants are among those supplementing their income with extra positions which have included work as caretakers and car salesmen. According to figures released under the Freedom of Information Act, 79 police officers, including 22 sergeants, seven inspectors and two superintendents, currently have second jobs. Last month, Essex Police said that more than 200 of their 3,300 officers had second jobs, with some working as magicians, therapists, entertainers and florists. The Home Secretary, Charles Clarke, recently pledged to work with the Police Federation on how to cut the need for officers to take second jobs.

4: A set of stamps featuring some of England’s finest landscapes will be launched, completing the Royal Mail’s two-year trip around the United Kingdom. Robin Hood’s Bay in Yorkshire and Beachy Head on the south coast are included in the ten images. The journey started with a pictorial tour of Scotland in 2003, and Wales in 2004. The stamps include landmarks, from St Paul’s Cathedral to the 300-million-year-old Salt Cellar, a  rock in the Peak District made of millstone grit. Other images include the Cotswold village of Chipping Campden in snow, and Buttermere in the Lake District.
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