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Test A Use of English

A Read the text and put the verbs in brackets in the correct tense.

	
	/ 12


I (0) _____met_______ (meet) my future husband over a burnt sausage roll. He (1) _______________ (walk) into the university kitchen just as I (2) _______________ (remove) what was meant to be my dinner from the oven. If I (3) _______________ (hear) about The Rules about how to ‘catch’ a man, I would have smiled at him mysteriously and walked out without speaking, leaving him to think: ‘Who is that fascinating creature?’ Instead, I (4) _______________ (make) a joke about my bad cooking. Sixteen years on, he (5) _______________ (do) the cooking in our house.

According to The Rules, I (6) _______________ (do) it all wrong. Not the cooking, but the talking. When this guide to finding and marrying ‘Mr Right’ first (7) _______________ (appear) in the US last year, it (8) _______________ (become) an immediate best-seller by giving women the sort of advice their grandmothers (9) _______________ (give) their mothers. The technique is popularly known as ‘playing hard to get’.

The Rules (10) _______________ (receive) a lot of criticism. Feminists complain that it (11) _______________ (tell) women to forget everything they (12) _______________ (learn) about equality between the sexes.

(Adapted from Spotlight)

B There is a mistake in each line of this text. Find it and correct it as in the example. Write your answers below.
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0
After I had been finishing my report, I got 

1
boring with everything and left the office 

2
early. I knew I was walking on light ice

3
because my boss has already warned me

4
not to do that. It was raining strongly 

5
outside so I was taking a taxi to the nearest

6
restaurant. When I got there I had seen my 

7
boss waiting unpatiently for the meal. He  

8
said something and his friends fell with 

9
laughing. Suddenly he noticed me and made 

10
red with fury. I had to eat difficult pie the next day in the office.

0
___had finished__
1
_______________
2
_______________
3
_______________
4
_______________
5
_______________
6
_______________
7
_______________
8
_______________
9
_______________
10
_______________


C Complete the sentences with the adjectives from the box. There are three more adjectives than you need.
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sympathetic / developing / law-abiding / wealthy / likeable / chatty / sensible / reckless / reliable / outgoing / innovative / sensitive /
0
The government will take steps to ensure that ____________________ citizens are protected.

1
When my dog was run over by a car, my boyfriend Tom was very ____________________. It made me feel a bit better.

2
The taxi driver was very ____________________ and told me everything about his family.

3
Tom is far too ____________________ to believe such improbable stories.

4
We need to supply ____________________ countries with goods and technology.

5
I try to avoid travelling in a car with Eric. He is such a/an ____________________ driver.

6
What we need are ____________________ ideas. Only introducing changes will make our business a success.

7
Joanna was born into a very ____________________ and aristocratic family. She has never worried about money.

8
My twin brothers are very different. Andrew is very sociable and ____________________, while John tends to be very shy and likes being on his own.
D Complete the following sentences with the correct multi-part verb formed from one of the verbs in the box.
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crack / dress / get / get / get / go / make / put / ring / take

0
They had a plan to ____dress______ _______________ as guards and escape from the prison at night.

1
Tom, Jerry and Steven are a very funny trio when they get together. They always _______________ me _______________ .

2
If you continue to ignore your teacher’s remarks, you will _______________ _______________ trouble very soon.

3
Mary usually gets disappointed with her boyfriends within two weeks. I’m sure she’ll _______________ _______________ Peter very quickly.

4
If you want me to stay longer, I need to _______________ _______________ my parents. Otherwise they will start to worry.

5
I don’t know many fairy tales so I usually _______________ _______________ some stories about dragons or witches for my children.

6
It’s impossible to _______________ _______________ on such a small income.

7
I’m sure Ann will _______________ _______________ . She is intelligent, hard-working and ambitious.

8
I can’t _____________ _______________ with her any longer. She keeps complaining about everything.

9
All passengers are in their seats and we are going to _______________ _______________ in a while.

E Complete the text with appropriate words. Use only one word in each gap.
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‘Have you heard that Jane had another of her terrible adventures?’ I asked Pauline just before we went to sleep. 

‘What, again?’ she gasped in a voice that (0) __expressed____ horror. 

‘Well, so it seems.’ I said. ‘Yesterday she went out to walk her dog. When they reached the river bank, she saw something (1) ____________ on the surface of the water. At first she thought it was just an old hat but suddenly it came up, splashed (2) ____________ all around and turned out to be a human head with the hat on. A moment later, the whole body (3) ____________ from the river and began to wade slowly towards her. May trembled (4) ____________ cold and fear while the creature came closer, (5) ____________ out laughing and reached out its hand to grab (6) ____________ of her arm. At that point both Jane and her dog had had enough; they turned back and ran all the way home.’

‘But come on,’ said Pauline in a sleepy voice, ‘do you mean to suggest it was a meeting with a ghost? You must be (7) ____________ my leg!’ 

‘But, Pauline,’ I protested, ‘whenever I want to (8) ____________ you a joke, I always warn you in advance! As a matter of fact, it turned out ...’ I hoped Pauline would (9) ____________ to the rest of the story but when I looked over at her I realised she was already (10) ____________ asleep.
	TOTAL
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Test A Writing

Task

A young American you have met through the Internet is about to come to your country for the first time. Write an email about the main tourist attractions in your area. Include the following information:

•
short description of your area (name of the place, location, size);

•
description of the main tourist attractions (historical buildings, beautiful scenery);

•
description of the main forms of entertainment (clubs, cinemas);

•
short recommendation of places of special interest.

The email should be 120–150 words. Do not exceed the word limit.

Useful linking words:

so, because, if, when, after, well, however, although, in addition, anyway, in case, despite, as well as, also, too, so that
	TOTAL
	
	/ 20


Test A Reading

Why do the Irish speak English?
By Fiana Griffen

Language identifies. ‘He speaks French so he is French.’ But the Irish speak English and are certainly not English. When the Irish writer Samuel Beckett was asked whether he was English, he answered ‘on the contrary’. Everyone agrees that the Irish are very unlike the English. How did it come about that the Irish people speak a foreign language? Have they no language of their own?

(1 _____ _____ ) The first official language of Ireland is Irish, but you could spend your whole lifetime in Ireland and never hear anything but English in everyday conversation, other than perhaps ‘slainte’ – the Irish toast. Public figures sometimes include a ‘cupla focal’ – a few words – of Irish in their speeches. Out of a population of 3.6 million, no more than 4 per cent still speak Irish daily, but Irish is a compulsory subject for school children throughout their school years. What’s more, they must pass Irish in order to be admitted to the National University of Ireland, or to work in the civil service and in many other state jobs. Street names, signposts and destinations are all bilingual. The vast majority of the population wishes to retain Irish in pride of place. So if they love the language so much, why don’t the Irish speak Irish? 

(2 _____ _____ ) The answers are found in history, which is largely determined by geography. The Romans conquered most of the known world, but though they looked across the sea to Ireland and claimed to be able to conquer it with one battalion, they never did. The Germanic tribes who overran the mainland of Britain and laid the basis for modern English didn’t bother to cross the Irish Sea. Norman warlords invaded England, then moved on to Ireland in the twelfth century, but they were eventually assimilated into Irish culture until they were ‘more Irish than the Irish themselves’.

(3 _____ _____) In the sixteenth century, King Henry VIII of England became concerned that Ireland could be used as a ‘back door’ into England by France or Spain and feared it could be persuaded to collaborate with his enemies. He decided that Ireland should conform to England in every way and began a systematic conquest, continued by his daughter Elizabeth I and succeeding monarchs. One of their priorities was the elimination of the Irish language. Irish poets were jailed and a great number of manuscripts in Irish were destroyed. 

(4 _____ _____ ) The struggle of ‘The Old Gaelic Order’ to survive lasted nearly 200 years, but by the end of the eighteenth century it was dead and the English victory was complete. From that time on, all the affairs of the nation were conducted in English and Irish became the language of the poor. The only book published in Irish was the Bible. 

(5 _____ _____) Nowadays, the Irish continue to speak English and they learn Irish. There is a famous Irish saying: ‘A country without a language is a country without a soul.’ The Irish have two languages, their own which they hardly speak and English which is not theirs, but by keeping the one and creatively using the other, perhaps they manage to hold onto the soul of Ireland.

(Adapted from The World of English)
Task

Read the text and match each part (1–5) with two statements (A–M). There are three extra statements. Write your answers in the gaps after the numbers.
A
The English language as it is today took its origin in the language of Norman invaders.

B
The Irish were gradually deprived of not only their political independence, but also their cultural heritage.

C
The fact that Ireland is an island prevented some groups of people from entering its territory.

D
According to popular belief, the existence of their own language is crucial to the Irish preserving their sense of identity.

E
The end of the eighteenth century marks the death of the Irish language which was replaced by English.

F
It’s not easy to hear the Irish language spoken in Ireland, even if you stay there for quite a long time.

G
Irish stopped being an official language in Ireland about two centuries after the reign of Queen Elizabeth I.

H
The Irish appear to be able to cultivate their own culture despite the fact that they have practically no language of their own.

I
However few speakers of Irish there are, knowledge of this language in Ireland is necessary to pursue some types of career.

J
At one point of its history, Ireland came to be regarded as an area of potentially dangerous political activity.

K
Except for one book, there were no publications in Irish, and this proved that it was turning into a dead language.

L
As the Irish are extremely proud about their language, the geographical locations have all their names in Irish.

M
In contrast to the Romans and the Germanic tribes, the Normans conquered more than just England. 

	TOTAL
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Test A Listening

Task 1

Track 3
Listen to an interview with Dr William Fry and decide which opinions (A–H) are included in the text. There are three extra opinions. Tick (✓) the correct answers in the table below. 
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A
Whether you are 18 or 60, humour will affect you in a similar way.

B
Research into children proves that humour improves people’s well-being.

C
The complexity of stress makes it difficult to establish its relation to humour.

D
It is important for a doctor not to appear too relaxed.

E
Humour wagons in the US take patients on a tour around hospital grounds.

F
Humour facility visitors do shows for patients on fixed days.

G
There once was a traffic jam that involved 1,000 clowns.

H
Laughter helps people become better focused on their study.

	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Task 2

Listen again and decide if the statements are true or false.
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	TRUE
	FALSE

	1
	Dr Fry believes that laughter associated with happiness involves the whole body.
	
	

	2
	The effects of humour in healing have not been scientifically examined.
	
	

	3
	It wouldn’t be beneficial if humour eliminated stress from our lives.
	
	

	4
	US hospitals provide many humour facilities for their patients.
	
	

	5
	Putting a red nose on while you are stuck in a traffic jam can be a good way of releasing the tension caused by the jam.
	
	


	TOTAL
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Test A Speaking
Presentation and Discussion Task

It is often said that a sense of humour makes life easier. Give a few examples of difficult situations and explain how humour can make them less stressful. When you have finished, the examiner will ask you some questions.
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