
Skills Test B Audioscript

Track 5
Interviewer: What do you think about the film The Princess Diaries?

Woman: My friend and I saw this movie today at the Riverside Mall. I have wanted to see this movie ever since I saw a preview for it back in July. I am glad I saw it. I was certainly not disappointed.

Interviewer: What did you like about it?

Woman: I loved the storyline. I have always loved childhood tales about ugly ducklings that turn into swans. I could relate completely to this character. Also, the comedy in this movie kept it light and enjoyable to watch.

Interviewer: Was there anything you found irritating or disappointing?

Woman: Well, the film was very predictable. It was very easy to tell what was going to happen next. I think if it hadn’t had so much comedy in it, it would have been boring to watch. I also think that they could cut about 30 minutes out of the movie. There were a few scenes I found boring and I wished they would end. I also didn’t care for the soundtrack. It just isn’t the type of music that I like. I think the music was more for the younger generation. 

Interviewer: Would you recommend the film?

Woman: Yes, I would, although it is geared more towards females. I also saw a lot of teenagers there today at the cinema, and I would recommend this movie to people ages 13 and over. 

Interviewer: Thank you. And what’s your opinion on the film The Princess Diaries?

Man: First, let me say that I’m a single middle-aged man. However, I have always found Julie Andrews to be a talented actress. Plus, I was in the mood to see something a bit light-hearted one evening. 

Interviewer: I see. So did you like the film?

Man: The movie was not that original, but it was somewhat enjoyable. Anne Hathaway was OK in the film, but she reminded me of a junior version of Julia Roberts. Besides, there were absolutely no surprises in the film. But it did keep moving along although it could have been about 15 minutes shorter.

Interviewer: What was good about the movie then?

Man: Well, there were some good performances given by Anne Hathaway and Julie Andrews. The movie also made me suspend my sense of reality. I did forget the name of the magical country where Queen Julie ruled. (I think it was some place between Spain and Portugal.) But somehow when I watched the movie, I believed this was a magical little country like the Scottish town of Brigadoon where everything was always wonderful.

Interviewer: Were there any drawbacks you’d like to mention?

Man: There was a bit too much rock and roll in the movie. Also, the supporting characters were too predictable. With the exception of the neighbour, there was no one who was three-dimensional or with a distinctive personality. As far as the plot goes – I knew within the first 15 minutes what the outcome would be. Although the charm of the performances compensated for the story, a bit more could have been done to improve the film. I think some ‘bad’ characters could have added more tension, but the movie never took that route. 

Interviewer: Thank you very much.
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