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Track 9
Presenter: Clean Up the World is the biggest community-based environment project in the world. It started in 1989 in Sydney Harbour with the success of Clean Up Australia Day, the biggest community event in the country. It is the idea of one person, an Australian yachtsman, Ian Kiernan, who was motivated to act after witnessing the effects of pollution and other rubbish on oceans across the globe.

The international movement began in 1993 and involved 30 million people in 80 countries. The first countries to become involved included superpowers such as the United States, Japan and China and smaller nations such as the Comoros, Kiribati and Nauru.

What Clean Up the World does is empower communities to take simple, positive steps to protect their environment. It also has links with community groups, environment groups and businesses throughout the world. Its popularity has brought about the involvement of 124 countries and approximately 37.5 million people as of January 2000.
Now let me mention a few details about the Clean Up the World Campaign 2001.

The ninth annual Clean Up the World campaign took place over the weekend of September 21–23, 2001. It involved a wide range of activities including waste collection, water treatment and education programmes. New countries like Ukraine, Mongolia and Taiwan participated in their first Clean Up the World campaign this year.

The Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), Mr Klaus Toepfer, highlighted the enormous contribution volunteers made to the prosperity of communities and the health and protection of natural environments in the campaign this year: ‘Clean Up the World raises awareness about the wider effects of modern-day lifestyles. This hopefully means that more people become motivated to fight not only litter and rubbish but the more invisible kinds of environmental pollution that poison our seas, air and land,’ Mr Toepfer said.

Clean Up the World (or CUW, as it is known) has been joined in its ninth year by some of the world’s most recognised global organisations dedicated to conservation, including the United Nations Environment Program and National Geographic Channels International.
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