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Test E Use of English

A There are mistakes in seven out of these ten sentences. Find them and rewrite the sentences correctly.

	
	/ 10


 0
Never she will tell you the whole truth about the accident.


Never will she tell you the whole truth about______________

the accident________________________________________
00
All I want from you is a little bit of understanding and patience.


_____________correct_______________________________
 1
Tom wouldn’t be so rich now, had he not won the tennis tournament in 1998.


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
 2
One of the reporters suggested to wait for the royal newlyweds in front of the church.


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
 3
Not only didn’t he apologise to his fiancée, but he also bought her flowers.


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
 4
The new managing director insisted that our company invest in new equipment.


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
 5
It is because of the attractive price they bought this flat, not because of the location. 


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
 6
Hardly ever does she go to visit her elderly mother in an old people’s home.


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
 7
What really annoys me are people who can’t stop boasting about themselves.


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
 8
No sooner had he seen me fighting with a tall guy when he decided to come to the rescue.


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
 9
I am not fond of classical music, neither I like rock and roll.


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
10
My parents demanded me to break off my relationship with George. 


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
B Read the text and put the verbs in brackets in the correct form.
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I’m bitterly disappointed with your school results. You should (0) _______start______ (start) thinking about your future seriously. It’s high time you (1) __________________ (give up) most of your extracurricular activities. If I were you, I (2) __________________ (devote) more time to studying instead of playing football all day long. Also, you ought (3) __________________ (consider) what kind of studies you’d like to pursue in the future. I suggest that you (4) __________________ (write) to some colleges for more information about courses they offer. No, when I come to think of it, you’d better (5) __________________ (visit) some of them in person and talk to admission officers. And I’d rather you (6) __________________ (not postpone) it until May. There will be crowds of people trying to get in. And remember, this is our last conversation about it. It’s about time you (7) __________________ (take) responsibility for your own life!

C Rewrite the sentences, replacing the underlined words with the correct multi-part verb formed from one of the verbs given in the box.

	
	/ 10


Brighten / do / get / give / hold / kick / make

pick / put / set / talk

0
Could you collect the letter from the post office on your way home?


Could you pick up the letter from the post office___________

on your way home?__________________________________
1
The terrifying story really affected her and so she burst into tears. 


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
2
Sorry to be late, but we were delayed on the road for two hours by a traffic accident.


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
3
There was not enough money in the local budget to renovate the building after the fire.


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
 4
Every argument I suggested for consideration at the meeting was rejected.


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
 5
The fight lasted for almost two months as neither side wanted to surrender.


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
 6
They all tried to make her more cheerful, but nothing seemed to work.


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
 7
Robert was not sure what to do and decided to discuss the offer with his family.


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
 8
A lot of efforts are being made to prepare a new art exhibition in the National Gallery.


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
 9
I didn’t remember the ending of the story so I invented it as I went along.


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
10
Why are you making a fuss about it? It was not my intention to hurt you.


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
D Complete the text by choosing the correct alternative.
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(0) However/Although/Despite many people in my country claim they are against the principle of an eye for an eye, they don’t want capital (1) penalty/ sentence/punishment to be abolished. Some of them (2) say/speak/tell that even minor offences should be punished more severely. For example, a person charged with (3) burglary/shoplifting/theft – ‘a crime of breaking into a building and stealing things’ – should get a much (4) larger/harder/more serious sentence. Young people involved in violent (5) feuds/clashes/rows with police during demonstrations should be treated in the same way. These actions may prevent first-time offenders from committing crimes. Unfortunately our legal system is in a (6) burst/condition/state of flux at the moment and nobody knows in which direction it will go.

E Complete the sentences with appropriate words. Use only one word in each gap.

	
	/ 10


0
He was completely exhausted, but somehow he managed to _______________ to the finish.

1
After being the target of terrorist attacks, Israel wanted to take its _______________ on its enemies.

2
Soldiers are trained to _______________ in step.

3
Two students from our school have been caught selling drugs and will be charged with drug _______________ . 

4
The teacher wanted me to be quiet so I tried to _______________ the news in Tina’s ear.

5
The number of our employees will probably _______________ from 300 to about 160.

6
After the match, the rival _______________ of football fans started fighting.   

7
There are more and more homeless people on the streets who _______________ for food or money.

8
A _______________ sentence would be the right punishment for these murderers.

9
Over 20 per cent of people in this region live in _______________ . Their income is less than is needed to buy food and pay their rent.

10
Due to some new factories opening up here recently, unemployment in this city is on the _______________.

	TOTAL
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Test E Writing

Task

One of the problems for young people today is to decide how to live their lives and what is more important: ‘to be’ or ‘to have’. Write a discursive for and against essay in which you consider this issue. Use the following points:

· present the problem and suggest that it is not easy to solve;

· present your arguments for and against one of the options (e.g. ‘to be’);

· present your arguments for and against the other option (e.g. ‘to have’);

· summarise your arguments and give your personal opinion.

Your essay should be 200–250 words. Do not exceed the word limit.

Useful expressions:

one of the main reasons, on the other hand, in addition, moreover, consequently, so, due to, so much, just because, so that, despite the fact that, as a result of, because, in order to, in the same way as, in conclusion
	TOTAL
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Test E Reading

America is work: ‘Whistle while you work’ 

by Ethan Allen

[1] What’s it like to live in America? ‘America, the Beautiful.’ Land of the free. Land of the brave. Land of rock stars and movie stars. Brooks, Madonna, Springsteen, Elvis. Authors Mark Twain, James Baldwin and Toni Morrison. Martin Luther King, Harry Truman, Abe Lincoln. History. The Civil War. The hippy movement of the 1960s. War veterans. The Grand Canyon. The urban cowboy and the real cowboys. Las Vegas. Manhattan Island. Hollywood. Sure, these are images of America. But ask the other 99 per cent of America what it’s like to live in America. You’ll get a very different picture.


[2] So, what one short sentence describes the real America? How about this one? America is work. Work. The pride of a nation that gets so many philosophers thinking hard trying to figure out why America works so well. Proud of his (and my) nation, Abraham Lincoln said: ‘America is the last and best hope of earth.’ He said that because he knew that people in America were committed to the task of finding a safe passage for free prosperous people.


[3] America is work. Careers. Being proud and happy about what you do every day. It’s the smiling, intense, goal-oriented celebration of life. It’s moms and dads working. It’s kids off to school. Students know they have to do more than just study to work in the profession of their talent and choice. Some read 500 pages a week. They write research papers and learn public speaking. They support their hometown baseball, football and basketball teams. But students also have to learn how to earn a living, working as machinists, electricians, plumbers, carpenters, cooks, customer service specialists, business owners, managers, nurses, doctors etc. Everyone must produce quality goods everywhere day and night. It all takes work. Quality. That means America has maintained a high employment rate of over 93 per cent since World War II. 


[4] I hear America described in terms of the ‘spaghetti westerns’. Those old movies tell the story that life in early America was tough. No matter what colour hat you wore, you were working to make a living anyway you could. Sure, the bad men went to jail so the good men could have a safe life for their families. That tradition of freedom means Americans work to be autonomous. 


[5] It works because people vote for their government representatives. It is not perfect but still, a working America ensures government is ‘of the people, by the people, and for the people’. Elected officials work for the people, not the other way around. Yes, there are a lot of laws and rules in America. But Americans do not want to depend on government. That is what makes America work. This ‘working to win’ spirit is the American way.

(Adapted from The World of English)
Task 1

Read the text and decide which of the paragraphs (1–5) is best characterised by the summaries (A–F). There is one extra summary. Write your answers in the table below.
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	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	


A
The country proud of its people’s commitment

B
The country with a past

C
The country of well-educated people

D
The country of famous people, places and events

E
The country of hard-working people of all ages and professions

F
The country of democracy and success

Task 2

Read the text again and decide if the statements (1–5) are true, false or not stated. One example (0) has been done for you. Tick your answers in the table below.
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	TRUE
	FALSE
	NOT STATED

	0 
	‘America the Beautiful’ is a popular myth which doesn’t truly reflect the reality of living in America.
	✓
	
	

	1 
	99% of the American population is dissatisfied with their lives.
	
	
	

	2 
	According to the text, the economic success in America is difficult to explain.
	
	
	

	3 
	The high employment rate in America results from the pressure to do one’s best.
	
	
	

	4 
	‘Spaghetti westerns’ are about America but they don’t tell us much about real American people.
	
	
	

	5 
	Most of the principles organising American life have been introduced by government.
	
	
	


	TOTAL
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Test E Listening
Task 1

Track 11
Listen to five accounts of the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Centre in New York and the Pentagon in Washington, D.C. Match the speakers with the moods and feelings (A–F). There is one extra sentence. Write your answers in the table below.
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	Yvonne
	Matt
	Paul
	Trevor
	Elizabeth

	
	
	
	
	


A
I couldn’t believe people were so calm.

B
The ball of fire made me very scared.

C
We felt helpless.

D
I burst into tears when I saw the aircraft explode in the air.

E
I’m worried about my family in Washington DC.

F
I was horrified by the news of a terrorist attack.

Task 2

Listen again and decide who said the sentences (1–6). There is one extra sentence you do not need. Tick (✓) your answers in the table below.
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	Y
	M
	P
	T
	E

	1
	I work in New York but I’m not American.
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	I found it hard to watch TV as all my loved ones live in Washington, DC.
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	As I was sitting down at my desk, I saw a plane crash into the second tower.
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	My sister and brother work close to the towers.
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	I was on my way to Washington from nearby Virginia when I saw the plane on fire.
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	The first thing I did was to call my partner.
	
	
	
	
	


	TOTAL
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Test E Speaking
Task

Choose one of the topics below and prepare to present and discuss it.

•
‘Good fences make good neighbours.’ Explain the meaning of this proverb and discuss its relevance in the contemporary world.

•
It is often said that education is the key to a person’s success in life and that it alone can help reduce unemployment levels as well as cure other social ills. Give examples of such benefits and present your personal opinion.

Useful expressions:

to start with, we also need to take into consideration, another factor worth discussing, in contrast to this, just as, as a result, as it follows, all in all
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	/ 20
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