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Test 10 Use of English

A Using the beginnings provided, rewrite each sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence.

	
	/ 10


0
I’ve ordered oxtail soup, not mutton broth. It is oxtail soup that I’ve ordered, not ___

mutton broth. ____________________________________
1
It was the most stirring patriotic song I have ever heard.


Never ___________________________________________
2
I just need a bit of your guidance to carry on with the project.


All ______________________________________________
3
She wouldn’t have applied for this job if she had known what the conditions were like.


Had ______________________________________________

__________________________________________________
4
Barbara hardly ever speaks up in front of many people.


Seldom ___________________________________________
5
My mother disapproves of our engagement, not my father.


It ________________________________________________
6
The teacher didn’t only scold them in class, but she also called their parents to school.


Not only __________________________________________

__________________________________________________
7
Young people trying to jump queues really annoy me.


What ______________________________________________
8
The President decided to send his troops there only when the peace talks failed.


It _________________________________________________

___________________________________________________
9
I don’t like my hair dyed. I will not have it permed either.


I don’t like my hair dyed, and neither _____________________

____________________________________________________
10
The dean started his lecture and immediately heard a strange noise outside the hall.


No sooner ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________
B Complete the text below with one word (a verb or a particle) in each gap.
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Ruth: It all started when my twin sister Ann learned that she was two minutes older than me. She began to (0) _____look_____ down on me and do terrible things I cannot (1) ____________________ up with any more. Many times she’s gone (2) ____________________ with my best dress without asking for permission. Ann is also very critical and keeps getting (3) ____________________ me for one thing or another. She doesn’t realise that it really (4) ____________________ to me and I might go (5) ____________________ her very soon. Or I’ll (6) ____________________ my own back on her by wearing her best clothes.

Ann: I have no idea why Ruth kicks (7) ____________________ a fuss every time I borrow something from her. I always (8) ____________________ it back when I don’t need it any more. Besides, I’m her older sister.

Mum: I think I need to talk it (9) ____________________ with the girls. Hopefully they’ll be able to (10) ____________________ forward some kind of solution. They can’t go on like this any longer.

C Match the words from the two columns to form meaningful expressions.
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0
inquire
a)
about something

1
chat
b)
in someone’s ear

2
mention
c)
all day with a backpack

3
stroll
d)
about the times of trains

4
whisper
e)
along the beach

5
stagger
f)
her concern

6
trudge
g)
half-awake into the bathroom

D Complete the sentences with appropriate words. Use only one word in each gap.
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0
The boys had a violent ___argument____ over their toy soldiers.

1
The talks aim at ending a 20-year-old _______________ between the two families.

2
You keep trying to earn more and more money, even though you have plenty already. It’s just ____________________ .
3
There are many countries nowadays that are divided by religious or racial _______________ .
4
My little brother is very brave – he shows no signs of _______________ .
5
Unfortunately, the strike ended in violent _______________ with the police.

6
He was eaten up with _______________ when he saw his wife talking to another man.

7
My mother longed for a _______________ to the conflict between my father and me.
	TOTAL
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Test 10 Reading

Growing up with brothers and sisters

Probably nothing upsets parents more on a daily basis than constant fighting between children. If you can accept the fact that fighting between sisters and brothers is a normal part of growth, you will find it easier to deal with your children’s fighting. It takes children years to learn some of the basic lessons in human relationships, and this includes getting along with sisters and brothers.


Some degree of rivalry and conflict among sisters and brothers is to be expected. There is no reason why your firstborn child should welcome a new baby without some jealousy. Who would want to give up being the centre of the universe?


[1] There are natural reasons for fighting between sisters and brothers: they are often different sexes; they’re almost always different ages, and they have different temperaments. They don’t choose each other, yet they have to share the one or two people they want most for themselves. So there will always be some competition, as children look for their parents’ attention and try to prove one way or another that they are the ‘best’. Sometimes a child may be jealous because of what a sibling received or was allowed to do. Children’s personalities don’t always match perfectly. Conflict can also result from the ordinary teasing that children do.


[2] Two problem areas for parents related to sibling rivalry are fairness and fighting. One of the dangers parents face is the notion that they should be ‘fair’. But if they treat all their children alike, they are unfair to all of them, for they are not all alike. What is ‘fair’ for one child may be improper for another. It is not equality that children desire, but to be recognised as individuals.


[3] Most parents feel deep concern about the endless fighting that goes on among brothers and sisters. They love each child, and it hurts to see them fight or hurt each other. A great deal of child-raising energy goes into settling fights and trying to ‘teach’ children to get along.


[4] Difficult as it may be, it is best to do as little as possible. Here’s why:

–
If the children work it out by themselves, they will probably learn more and suffer less than if you step in.

–
If you step in, it usually means blaming one or the other – most often the older one. Blaming can cause a chain reaction: guilty feelings, feelings of being unable to deal with the situation, anger, quarrelling, more fighting, more guilt, and so on.

–
If they know you really won’t step in, they can usually find a solution themselves.


[5] You can try to reduce fighting between sisters and brothers in a few ways. For example, you may try to spend some time alone with each child doing something that the child really enjoys. Also, praise children for what they are, not just for what they can do, and resist the temptation to motivate your children by comparing them to each other or to other children as this may lead to competitiveness. Above all, let your children know that you love them equally, though each in a different way. Emphasise family unity. If your children say bad things about one another to you, point out that no matter how unpleasant their behaviour may be, the sister or brother is still and will always be ‘one of us’. When we remind our children that they will always belong to us and to each other, we strengthen their sense of safety. This inner security enhances their capacity for brotherly and sisterly love.
Task 1

Read the article about sibling rivalry and choose the correct answer (a, b, c or d).
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1
According to the text, fighting between sisters and brothers

a)
is bound to ruin the peace and quiet of family life.

b)
should be seen as an ordinary fact of life.

c)
tends to develop into a lifelong competition.

d)
can decrease after a few years of school.

2
There are conflicts between siblings because

a)
they are forced to live with each other.

b)
they have different opinions about their parents.

c)
parents always give them less than they expect.

d)
other children don’t accept one or all of them.

3
One reason why parents shouldn’t attempt to treat their children in the same way is that

a)
it is impossible to make all children happy.

b)
parents have their favourite child anyway.

c)
children don’t accept this kind of behaviour.

d)
it is not what their children really want.

4
Which reason for letting children solve their quarrels by themselves is NOT given in the text?

a)
It can teach children how to solve problems.

b)
It helps to avoid putting the blame on one child.

c)
Children are capable of doing it on their own.

d)
It is a way of showing children that parents really care.

5
Parents can minimise fighting between their children by

a)
spending more time with the weakest of them.

b)
paying more attention to what they are doing.

c)
avoiding the tendency to tell them who’s better and who’s worse.

d)
explaining why it is impossible to love them in the same way.

Task 2

Read the text again and match the paragraphs (1–5) with the statements (A–F). There is one extra statement. Write your answers in the table below.
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	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	


A
Parents put a lot of effort into teaching their children how to live peacefully.

B
It is important for parents to strengthen the feeling of their family being one entity.

C
Parents should remember that competition between children often means their deep attachment to one another.

D
Parents tend to think that they are expected to be absolutely just.

E
Children may feel that their brother or sister is free to do what they are not allowed to do.

F
Trying to establish who’s responsible for starting out a fight is just one step in a complicated psychological process.

	TOTAL
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Test 10 Writing

Task
While on a holiday in New York City, you bought a camera which broke after just one week. Write a letter of complaint to the shop where you bought it. Include the following points:

· give the reason why you’re writing and information about where and when you bought the camera;

· describe the circumstances in which it stopped working and details of what doesn’t work;

· express your disappointment and suggest what kind of inconvenience you have suffered;

· suggest what kind of compensation you expect and ask for a quick response.

Your letter should be 120–150 words. Do not exceed the word limit.

Useful expressions and phrases:

Dear Sir or Madam, I am writing to, purchase, broken, pictures out of focus/are fuzzy, the flash does not switch on/off, … does not work, I am very disappointed, a waste of time/money, I hope you would consider, looking forward to hearing from you, Yours faithfully

	TOTAL
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