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Test 2 Use of English

A Circle the correct alternative in each sentence.

	
	/ 3


0
She looked worn out as if she had travelled/had been travelling all night.

1
Tears were streaming down his face because he had cut/had been cutting onions.

2
I refused to go out with him when I heard he had asked/had been asking Mary out before me.

3
We had finished/had been finishing the third game of chess when they finally came.

4
I didn’t have to water the flowers in the garden as it had rained/had been raining all morning.

5
After our teacher had explained/had been explaining the problem, he went on to give us the homework assignment.

6
Ann passed her exam with flying colours because she had studied/had been studying very hard for two weeks.

B Put the verbs in brackets into the Past Simple, the Past Continuous, the Past Perfect or the Past Perfect Continuous.
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I (0) _____found____ (find) this story while I (1) ________________ (read) Spotlight the other day: ‘In 1986, a Canadian man (2) ________________ (rise) from the sofa where he (3) ________________ (fall) asleep, (4) ________________ (drive) 14 miles, (5) ________________ (kill) his mother-in-law and seriously (6) ________________ (injure) his father-in-law. He was charged with murder but acquitted when a court (7) ________________ (accept) his lawyer’s argument – and his physician’s evidence – that he (8) __________________________ (sleepwalk).’

(Adapted from Spotlight)

C Rewrite the sentences, replacing the underlined parts with the correct idiom formed with one of the words given in the box.

	
	/ 6


leg / thumbs / pie / ice

0
Robert has dropped a glass. He is very clumsy.


He is all thumbs.____________________________________
1
I wouldn’t do it if I were you. You are in a very dangerous position.


__________________________________________________
2
Don’t believe her. She is joking.


__________________________________________________
3
I know now that what I did yesterday was awful.


I’ll have to apologise for everything.


__________________________________________________
D Complete the sentences with appropriate words. Use only one word in each gap. The first letter of each word is provided.
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0
What I said was not really funny, but all the girls started _____giggling_____.

1
In the first words of his speech, the President e________________ his concern about the people made homeless by floods.

2
Kate b________________ out laughing when she saw Tom trying to imitate a monkey.

3
It took me a while to calm Jane down but finally she started to talk s______ .

4
Nobody was answering the bell so I left a message and headed b______ to the station.

5
The steps were so slippery that I had to c________________ to the handrail.

6
Did I t________________ you the joke about the frog going on holiday?

7
Joe’s life in kindergarten wasn’t easy because some older boys were giving him a h______ time.

8
When my grandmother was sixty, she felt much too young to be put out to g________________ . She wanted to carry on working.

9
Tom’s voice started to t________________ as if he wanted to cry.

E Match the multi-part verbs with their definitions.
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0
give up
a)
to invent

1
crack up
b)
to claim or pretend

2
turn off
c)
to stop paying attention or taking interest

3
make up
d)
to choose, enjoy something

4
go off
e)
to adopt, e.g. a different voice or accent

5
dress up
f)
to stop doing something

6
make out
g)
to wear someone else’s clothes

7
put on
h)
to stop liking something

8
go in for
i)
to break out into laughter

	TOTAL
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Test 2 Reading

Why don’t we all laugh at the same things?

Experts say that several obvious differences in people affect what they find humorous. The most significant seems to be age.
	A
	


Infants and children are constantly discovering the world around them. (1 _____ ). What’s funny to a toddler consists of short and simple concepts. Along with the ridiculous and the surprising, children – much to their parents’ disappointment – also appreciate jokes where cruelty is present and what we refer to as ‘toilet humour’. Psychologists claim that to children, dealing with bodily functions is simply another way of exploring their fascinating new environment.

	B
	


The pre-teen and teenage years are, almost universally, tense and rebellious. Lots of adolescents and teens laugh at jokes that focus on sex, food, authority figures etc. (2 _____ ). So young people often use humour as a tool to protect themselves or to feel superior.

	C
	


As we mature, both our physical bodies and our attitudes towards life and the world grow and change. Since there is a certain amount of intelligence involved in ‘getting’ a joke, our sense of humour becomes more developed as we learn more. By the time we have matured, we have experienced much of life, including tragedy and success. (3 _____ ). We laugh at other people and ourselves in shared common embarrassments. The adult sense of humour is usually characterised as more subtle, more tolerant and less judgmental about the differences in people. The things we find funny as a result of our age or developmental stage seem to be related to the stressful experiences we go through during this time. Basically, we laugh at the issues that stress us out.

	D
	


Another factor that affects what we find funny is the culture or community from which we come. Have you ever laughed at a joke and realised that if you were from anywhere else in the world, it just wouldn’t be funny? (4 _____ ). There are economic, political and social issues that are easy to laugh about, but only the people living in that culture may understand it. For example, a joke from a small country might not have universal appeal because it would be so little understood. The big, influential, much-observed United States might be the exception to this rule. Thanks to media and movies, most people around the world know what is going on here. So jokes about a situation in the United States can be enjoyed pretty much across the globe. 

	E
	


When people say ‘that’s not funny’, the theorist Veatch says they mean either ‘It’s offensive’ or ‘So, what’s the point?’ Some people find a joke or situation offensive. (5 _____ ). So racist and sexist jokes are offensive to many people who feel strongly about fighting prejudice in the world. According to Veatch, when someone says, ‘So, what’s the point?’ it indicates the presence of a moral or emotional attachment or commitment to the joke’s ‘victim’.

Task 1

Read the text and complete the gaps (1–5) with the sentences (A–F). There is one extra sentence.
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A
In keeping with these experiences, our sense of humour is more sophisticated.

B
This proves they must be somehow attached to the principle or person being ridiculed or put down in the joke.

C
It is hard to believe that you can find anything to laugh about in situations like that.

D
A lot of what goes on seems ridiculous and surprising, which strikes them as funny.

E
It is a fact of life that culture and community provide lots of stories for jokes.

F
It is a time of life when you lack confidence.

Task 2

Read the text again and match the paragraphs (A–E) with the headings (1–7). There are two extra headings.
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1
Humour has got its social context

2
Humour brings us happy memories

3
Humour is used to go against the rules

4
Humour depends on our feelings and views

5
Humour grows out of cultural misunderstanding

6
Humour helps us to find our about life

7
Humour develops as we mature
	TOTAL
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Test 2 Writing

Task

Write a review of a book published in your country which you would like to recommend to others. Include the following points:

· short presentation of the book (author, title, date of publication);

· summary of its main themes, plot development and main characters;

· evaluation, including its strengths and weaknesses;

· conclusion, including why you think the book is worth reading.

The review should be 200–250 words. Do not exceed the word limit.

Useful expressions:

setting, one day, next, eventually, well-developed, poorly developed, especially, such as, although, however, despite, apart from, to sum up

	TOTAL
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