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Test 1 Use of English

A Put the verbs in brackets in the Passive Voice in the correct tense.

	
	/ 10


0
I hate _____being told_____ (tell) by my parents what to do.

1
Before visiting the Royal Castle, they ____________________ (take) to a posh restaurant.

2
Ticket prices ____________________ (keep) low since 1995.

3
Smoking should ____________________ (ban) in all public places.

4
101 Dalmatians, a film based on the book for children, ____________________ (make) by Walt Disney in 1961.

5
When I entered the room, two candidates ____________________ (interview) by the general manager.

6
The investigation is in progress now. We only know that he may _______________________ (kill) by a drug-dealer.

7
The gallery is closed at the moment because the paintings ______________________ (restore).

8
Her future career seems very promising since she _________________________ (notice) by the critics.

9
Memphis ___________________________ (know) for being the home of Elvis Presley.

10
It’s fair _______________________ (give) a second chance if your first attempt was unsuccessful.

B Rewrite the sentences, replacing the underlined parts with the correct idiom formed with one of the words in the box.

	
	/ 10


sheep / fish / dog / bee / cat / fly
0
She missed our house-warming party because she was very ill.


She was as sick as a dog._____________________________
1
Tom is very keen on body-building. He never stops talking about it. 


__________________________________________________
2
The Youngs are all very well educated, except for Steven. He left school at the age of 16 and his family considers him a failure.


__________________________________________________
3
She seems furious with him. I’d love to observe their fight secretly.


__________________________________________________
4
Our wedding was supposed to be a secret but he mentioned it unintentionally.


__________________________________________________
5
Mark is usually dressed in jeans and T-shirts. He feels very uncomfortable wearing formal clothes.


__________________________________________________
C Complete the text with the adjectives formed from the words in brackets.

	
	/ 3


My best friend Julie has got tired of her (0) __tedious__ (tediousness) life in the City of London and moved out to Kent. She bought a (1) _______________ (picture) cottage standing in the middle of an old town full of (2) _______________ (grace) little houses and narrow streets. Just five minutes walk from her cottage, there are (3) _______________ (stun) views of the countryside. Julie loves her new home. She says it has a (4) _______________ (soothe) influence on her. Interestingly, her life now seems much more exciting and her everyday routine not as (5) _______________ (repeat) as it used to be in London. Julie is planning to settle down for good and open a small hotel there. At present, she’s considering what kind of a (6) _______________ (catch) name she should choose for her new venture.

D Complete the sentences with appropriate words. Use only one word in each gap.
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0
You don’t need to ______hurry______, we’ve got plenty of time.

1
Young children find it very difficult to stand _______________ for a long time.

2
She loves books so much. She is a real _______________!

3
We saw many sculptures, but only this one was a _______________ of great beauty.

4
I couldn’t stand the constant pressure and moved to the country to get out of the rat _______________.

5
It was early morning and the lecture was very boring, so everybody started _______________.

6
His sister offered to help with his financial problems but he turned her _______________.

7
Don’t _______________ at people like that! It’s very rude.
	TOTAL
	
	/ 30


Test 4 Reading

About Beauty

Over the past three decades, the popular magazine Psychology Today has conducted several surveys on how people feel about the appearance of their bodies. The changing results make for interesting reading. The dramatic changes in American culture have significantly altered people’s perceptions of themselves. In 1972, 23 percent of American women were dissatisfied with their appearance, but by 1997 that figure had risen to 56 percent. In 1972, 15 percent of men were dissatisfied with their appearance, but by 1997 that figure had risen to 43 percent.

Images of beauty are everywhere. Pictures of handsome men and beautiful women can be found in glossy magazines, on television, billboards, consumer products and the Internet. (1 _____ ). As a result, the beauty industry, despite nearly thirty years of feminism, is a multi-billion dollar a year business.

Visit any newsagent’s and you will find dozens of magazines on various aspects of style, fashion and health. There are many magazines devoted to the topic of hairstyles and hair care. Men’s magazines tell men how to get flat stomachs and strong muscles. Images of slim, fit models seem to be everywhere, making vast numbers of women overly concerned about their weight. (2 _____ ).

But the images of beauty are not the average man or woman. Few ordinary people can aspire to look like the images of the exceptional beauty that the media present us with. The models, actors and actresses are selected from the thousands that apply. They are statistically exceptional in their appearance. (3 _____ ). However, in films and soap operas, they are often placed in ordinary situations so that we all feel that they are our competition.

To suggest that we can either have something very beautiful and desirable if we purchase a car, or look very beautiful and desirable if we use a certain hair conditioner and eye make-up, sells products very effectively. (4 _____ ).

Feminists have blamed men and society. Socialists have blamed capitalists and the advertising industry. But what is really going on? Why are both men and women more preoccupied, more anxious, about being beautiful these days than even before? (5 _____ )

The developed countries of the world are going through a period of great turbulence. Just as the Industrial Revolution of the 1800s led to great changes in society, so too is the Information Revolution of the late twentieth and twenty-first centuries. And it is happening fast.

For hundreds of thousands of years our ancestors were hunter-gatherers. Civilisation and cities are only a few thousand years old. Just as our bodies evolved over those countless millennia in order to adapt and survive, so did our psychologies. The reasons why it is so important for women to be beautiful and men to be strong and handsome are deeply rooted in the human psyche and are the product of hundreds of thousands of years of evolution.
Task 1

Read the text and complete the gaps (1–5) with the sentences (A–G). There are two extra sentences.

	
	/ 5


A
That’s why the American beauty industry has earned a staggering $1 billion in selling body care products alone.

B
In the developed world, the incredibly strong interest in the body and beauty is intensifying.

C
This is because it touches on some very deep-rooted worries in human psychology and offers a solution to them.

D
Such people are presented as heroes and heroines of our world, but do they really offer a lifestyle worth following?

E
Not only do professional stylists and make-up artists spend hours doing their hair and make-up, but the models regularly go to gyms to stay fit and trim.

F
Why is being beautiful presented as being the answer to everyone’s problems?

G
Yet despite this preoccupation with beauty, over a third of Americans are extremely fat.

Task 2

Read the text again and decide which is the correct answer (a, b, c or d).

	
	/ 5


1
Surveys carried out by Psychology Today demonstrate that

a)
people’s feelings about their looks are not as strong as before.

b)
culture helps to spread positive attitudes about our appearance.

c)
in 1997, more American women liked their looks than they do today.

d)
men and women’s feelings about their looks have changed in a similar way.

2
Which statement about pictures of fit and beautiful people is NOT mentioned in the text?

a)
They appear in all kinds of media.

b)
They help to boost sales every year.

c)
They are addressed to men and women alike.

d)
They are used to promote a healthy lifestyle.

3
Images of beauty don’t show ordinary people but they influence all of us because

a)
models are found among common people.

b)
the selection of models is carried out scientifically.

c)
models appear in the context of everyday life.

d)
we develop friendly feelings towards models.

4
The growing obsession with our appearance has been explained through

a)
social factors.

b)
economic decline.

c)
religious crisis.

d)
the effects of the Industrial Revolution.

5
Which is the best summary of the final paragraph of this text?

a)
Unlike us today, hunter-gatherers didn’t need to bother about their appearance.

b)
Concern about our looks has been determined by the growth of urban centres.

c)
We care about our looks because of a long process of psychological transformation.

d)
Attitudes to our appearance have changed due to the evolution of our physical bodies.

	TOTAL
	
	/ 10


Task 4 Writing

Task

Write a review of a film you have seen recently. Include the following information:

· basic information about the film (title, director, starring actors, etc);

· a brief summary of the plot and the main characters;

· your opinions – good and bad points about the film (music, special effects, etc);

· a conclusion and recommendation (e.g. for whom you’d recommend the film).

The review should be 200–250 words. Do not exceed the word limit.

Useful expressions:

all things considered, although, however, in the end, moreover, of course, one day, such as, which, who, nevertheless, either … or, neither … nor

	TOTAL
	
	/ 20
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