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Test 6 Use of English

A Complete these conditional sentences with the correct tense of the verbs in brackets.
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0
I can’t afford this car. If I _____earned_____ (earn) more, I __would buy____ (buy) it for you.
1
If Martina Hingis _______________ (not win) the women’s singles competition at Wimbledon in 1997, she _______________ (not be) a world-famous tennis player now.

2
You _______________ (get) soaked to the skin unless you _______________ (take) a raincoat with you.

3
Ann _______________ (break off) her relationship with George a long time ago if she _______________ (be) more mature.

4
If Isaac Newton _______________ (not observe) an apple falling down from a tree, he _______________ (not discover) gravity.

5
If our students _______________ (attend) all the classes regularly, they usually _______________ (have) no problems passing the final exam.

6
The boss is mad as hell with you. If I _______________ (be) you, I _______________ (get down) to writing the financial report right now.

7
I _______________ (speak) two foreign languages fluently now if I _______________ (start) to learn them when I was a child.

B Use the word in brackets to combine two sentences in to one.
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0
Ann is not a very diligent student. Her essays are usually well thought-out. (although)


Anns’s essays are usually well thought-out_______________

Although she is not a very diligent student._______________
1
I kept cheating on the test by copying answers from Tom. I knew that I could be expelled from school for this. (despite)


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
2
There has been very little demand for tickets. The performance hasn’t been cancelled. (even though)


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
3
The museum houses one of the finest collections of coins. It doesn’t have a single piece of armour. (on the other hand)


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
4
His fans criticised the quality of his latest songs. He decided to carry on recording similar numbers. (in spite of)


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
5
In the survey, some people favoured higher taxes and free education. Others demanded tax cuts and wanted students to pay for their studies themselves. (whereas)


__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________
C Complete the definitions using one word in each gap.
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0
The organ inside your head which enables you to think – ____brain______ .

1
The line of bones down the centre of the back that provides support for the body – _______________ .

2
An infectious illness similar to a bad cold, it often causes a fever – _______________ .

3
The part of the body between the hand and the arm – _______________ .

4
Two organs in the chest with which we can breathe – _______________ .

5
An infectious disease that produces red spots on the skin and a high temperature – _______________ .

6
The two organs in the body which take away waste matter from the blood to produce urine – _______________ .

7
A serious infectious disease which often causes paralysis – _______________ .

8
The curved bones that go from your backbone to your chest – _______________ .

9
The smallest basic unit of a plant or animal – _______________ .

10
A condition in which the contents of your bowels are emptied too often and you need to go to the toilet frequently – _______________ .

11
Something inside your body which connects two different bones and is used to produce movement – _______________ .
	TOTAL
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Test 6 Reading

Comfort and joy – Reading can be an easy way to help a baby’s brain grow

by Hillary Clinton, First Lady and wife of the US President, Bill Clinton (1997)

The night after the Inaugural, Bill and I gathered with our family in the solarium on the third floor of the White House. After dinner our toddler nephews Tyler and Zachary climbed up on the couch with their Uncle Bill to hear him read a story. They accompanied him with words, sounds, pointed fingers and a few fights over who would hold the book. As I watched them, I thought of all the times Bill and I used to take turns reading stories to Chelsea. Every night one of us (and occasionally both) would stretch out on her bed, hold her in our arms, and either read or make up new tales about imaginary characters who had improbable but breathtaking adventures.


(1 _____ ) Today, thanks to advances in brain research, we know that reading with a child has intellectual, emotional and physical benefits that can improve the child’s development. Sharing stories strengthens the emotional bonds between a parent and child, helps a child learn words and concepts, and actually stimulates the growth of a baby’s brain.


(2 _____ ) That’s why doctors and nurses are starting to prescribe reading to babies along with regular checkups and vaccinations. Recently I went to Georgetown University’s Medical Center with Maurice Sendak, the renowned children’s author and illustrator. His book Where the Wild Things Are was one of Chelsea’s – and Bill’s – favourites. Mr Sendak read the story to children, and I announced, along with representatives of the American Academy of Pediatrics, the American Booksellers Association and the American Library Association, a national campaign to put books in the hands of parents who bring their young children to the doctor, and to get doctors to prescribe daily reading. My husband and I will be discussing this and other activities to follow up on the latest findings about the brain at a White House conference in the spring.


(3 _____ ) Reading to a child while touching, hugging and holding him or her can help a child deal with the impersonal tendencies of the information age – for both the adult and the child. While critical to building brains, reading is equally important to building trusting and close relationships. That’s why many of us remember the warm arms that held us when we read books as children. And that’s why reading should not be viewed only as an intellectual activity, particularly in the era in which we now live.


(4 _____ ) It isn’t very often that we have before us such a simple, inexpensive and pleasurable way to improve our children’s health and development and raise their prospects for a brighter future. Whether you lie down together on the rug, sit together in an old rocking chair or cuddle on your child’s bed the way Bill and I used to with Chelsea, there is no better way to spend time than reading to your child.


And now we also know that there are few better ways to help your baby’s brain grow.

(Adapted from Time)
Task 1

Read the text and match the missing paragraphs (A–E) with the gaps in the text (1–4). There is one extra paragraph.
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A
It’s important that we take to heart what the neuroscientists are telling us – without losing the heart of the reading experience. In today’s high-tech world of email and microchips, it is easy to forget the importance of human connections in our daily activities. Technology has brought many welcome improvements to our lives. But it has the potential to create feelings of distance and isolation among us.

B
Bill and I did not know about brain cells or the newest discoveries in neuroscience. Reading to Chelsea became a daily ritual because it’s what our own parents and grandparents had done with us, and because we wanted to spend quiet time with her every day. Bill’s grandmother thought that reading to him would help him develop a strong vocabulary and the language skills he would need later on in school. My mother and father were of the same opinion, and to this day I remember the feelings of security and comfort that I felt sitting in my grandfather’s lap when he read stories to my brothers and me.

C
If Americans take away only one lesson from these exciting scientific discoveries, I hope it’s that reading to children is easy, affordable and possible for most parents no matter what their level of education or economic station in life. Children’s books are available for free at public libraries in every community and can be found at reasonable prices in many bookstores. Doctors, librarians, teachers, book publishers, business leaders and the news media can help make books available to families and educate parents about the vital role that reading plays in our children’s lives.
D
What’s more, reading skills can also be developed in grown-up people. This extraordinary ability which makes our life rich and simply better, is always prone to further cultivation. When I think back to my childhood, I remember the senior members of my family engrossed in books, newspapers – anything they could lay their hands on. Soon I’m going to attend the conference which will address the issues of reading development for the elderly.

E
As I discussed in my book, It Takes a Village, scientists have discovered that children whose parents read and talk to them during the first three years of life create a stronger foundation for future reading success. In other words, what our parents and grandparents knew instinctively is now backed up by hard scientific evidence.
Task 2

Read the text again and complete the sentences with a maximum of three words so that the sentences correspond to what the text says. There is one example (0) which is already completed.
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0 
Bill Clinton read his nephews a story ____on the couch____ in the White House on the day of his inauguration.

1 
Both Bill and Hillary’s parents and grandparents ____________________ them as children.

2
Reading to children has many benefits such as bringing parents and children closer, developing ____________________ and helping the brain to develop.

3 
Because our lives are dominated by technology it is easy to forget the importance of ____________________ .

4 
____________________ is also influenced by a child’s experiences of stories in the first 3 years of life.

5 
Reading is a ____________________ method to improve a child’s welfare and give them a good start in life.

6 
However you choose to read to your child there is no better way ____________________ with your child.
	TOTAL
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Test 6 Writing

Task

Despite warnings from various experts, there is still a tendency in big cities to build huge blocks of flats, which are seen as a quick solution to the problem of finding enough housing for people. Write a for and against essay in which you express your opinion about this issue. Include the following points:

· present the problem and say why it is not easy to solve;

· discuss the arguments for this kind of building (cheap and quick to build, can solve housing problem);

· discuss the arguments against this kind of building (too cheap – not properly built, too many people living there – anonymous);

· conclude, summarising the main points of your argument and suggesting what can be done in the future.

Your essay should be 200–250 words. Do not exceed the word limit.

Useful expressions:

although, despite, in spite of, even though, on the other hand, on the contrary, whereas
	TOTAL
	
	/ 20
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